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Urban Thresholds

The ‘Nullübung’ for the Master Studio ‘Deviant Architectures’ is based 
on a fragment of the streetscape of Turmstrassse in Berlin, which serves 
as the backdrop for specific urban interventions that combine living and 
commercial/non-profit activities. Instead of following the development 
logic of existing block divisions, the project proposals should question 
existing typologies and regulations in order to introduce more spatial 
variety in regard of the relationship between public and private. The 
interventions are therefore aiming at the stimulation of activities that are 
situated at the threshold between inside and outside. 
According to urban sociologist Hans Bahrdt urbanity is defined by the 
polar dichonomy between ‘Stilisierung’, between exposure to public life 
and various manifestations of otherness on one side and the retreat 
of each individual subjectivity on the other. The more this dichotomy 
is articulated, the more we experience urbanity (in contrast to the 
blurred situation between public and private as it appears in more rural 
conditions).
How can we formulate this relationship between exposure and retreat 
in spatial terms? How can we conceive interfaces allowing multiple 
identities to coexist along the stretch of a streetscape?
Through the development of specific programmatic scenarios and user 
profiles the design of thresholds is serving for the formation of cultural 
diversity and enhanced urbanity.

Assignment

- Development of a user-profile corresponding to the given templates of 
specific urban building types (sources: Pet Architecture, Made in Tokyo)

- Design of a multi-use dwelling unit composed of a living area of 
minimum 30sqm and additional spaces for commercial services and/or 
non-profit program.

- Presentation of the project proposal in a 1/50 scale model inserted 
within the given mock-up of the street facade (materials of free choice) 
and an axonometric drawing showing the spatial and programmatic 
concept.
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Hand-out

Tuesday Apr 10th — 3pm  Halle7

– Exercise sheet including examples
– Selection of reference buildings
– Template for the axonometric drawing

Hand-in and Presentation

Friday Apr 13th — 10am-1pm  Halle7

Please note that the studio space for model making will be closed on 
Thursday at 5pm.

Requirements

– Model scale 1:50 (materials of free choice)
– A3 sheet with axonometric drawing of the intervention (based on the 
   given template)

Criteria

– Consistency of the transfer and concept idea
– Originality and clarity of architectural and spacial qualities
– Aesthetic qualities and formal articulation of the street front
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Examples

Kumiko Inui, Research on Small Spaces

Kumiko Inui, House M
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Examples

Storefront for Art and Architecture, New York
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Examples

SHAREyaraicho, A Studio
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Examples Axonometry

One man‘s bilboard, Bruna Canepa



Summer Semester 2018
Prof Rainer Hehl

Master Studio
Deviant Architectures

Nullübung

Examples Axonometry

Bilboard House, Bruna Canepa



Summer Semester 2018
Prof Rainer Hehl

Master Studio
Deviant Architectures

Nullübung

Examples Axonometry

Bruna Canepa
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